STAMP   COLLECTING

album, and
gathering a
stock for
" swopping."

The founda-
tions of a
collection can
be laid quickly
enough by
purchase. Then
follows the
really more
interesting pro-
cess of filling
up gaps and
comple ting
series by
"swopping"
duplicates,
begging from
friends; and,
when funds
permit, occa-
sional pur-
chases from
"approval"
sheets supplied
by dealers.

Care of Stamps.

In the past
stamps were
treated very
badly by young
collectors.
They were
soaked in water
to remove any
adhering paper,
with the result
that many of
them were
badly faded in
the process;

and stuck into albums with gum
smeared liberally over their backs. The
value of even rare stamps handled in
this fashion was, of course, greatly
reduced.

To get any superfluous paper off the
back of a used, stamp, lay it face up-
wards on wet blotting paper, and let it
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SOME  BRITISH  EMPIRE  ISSUES
x. Newfoundland, ic. 2. South Africa, zd. 3. Australia, id. 4 Malta, i^d.
5. St. Lucia, $d. 6. Gold Coast, id. 7, Travancore, ij chuckram.
8 India, i rupee. 9. Southern Rhodesia, i\d. 10. St. Vincent, Jd.
ii Gibraltar, id. 12. Straits Settlements, 350. 13. Canada, 50. 14. New
Zealand, 2s. 15. Ceylon, i2c.
remain there till the paper comes away
easily. In the case of an unused stamp,
with its original gum on it, a piece of an
old hinge is detached by laying the
stamp face downwards on dry blotting
paper and wetting the adhering paper
with a camel's hair brush, taking care
that the water does not touch the gum.